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"Self-confidence" doesn't go away
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Dreamy Shadowboxing

Digital Photo .
64x93cm (each)

2002

92



MEBNRIEILRE "BAR o BBORIEERA “BAWR o UEXSIIANEEENE
KBEABTRELT —ERBEAMBLRSNTE, XETAELBE—FRITTE. WMERSHEN
ERR, #RAE. 2R, REedUR. X8, ABMEZTHECHMASIK, EE5IBEEHHN
WIFHEASRETHE T HIER DA E. KEEPESHBLRT,

ShiYong’ s series of digital prints “Dreamy Shadowboxing” .He used a certain art warehouse for
the background,imitating a set of shadowboxing poses in a costume.This standardised costume is
like a logo of an overall design with blond hair—style,sunglasses,dark colour Sun Yat Sen’ s uniform
and leather shoes, only that the places were the flesh and blood body should appear is empty.Shi
Yong,impersonating a certain awkward role,makes aself-mockery of the fact that he, in spite of
himself,probable plays a certain part in the context of the international cultural intercourse.
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STARRY SKY OF DESIRE

rE
Installation

600cm x 240cm x 480cm
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The works SHI Yong participates in the Shanghai Biennale turns out be an environmental installa—
tion. Its assumption is: to build a closed rectangular space in the centre of the art museum. In the
dark inner top of the rectangle suspends a crescent—shape lamp box with both sides shine and 80
luminous bodies which used to be the medicine bottles for fluid infusion (It was another definition
of stars). Inside these luminous bodies, the chip is in advance prepared to insert which links with

“New Image” and “Love monolog” , such as “ can’ t leave you, can’ t get close to you” ,
" it’ syou that cultivate my imagination” , “seem to touch you” , “l nolonger feel lonely” , and
etc. An electric fan was installed approaching the ceiling and it run automatically once every five
minutes. The wind blows to the bottles and makes them rock regularly. Inside the space it con—
stantly repeats the noisy and restless sound collected in advance from the city. In addition, there
are two holes in both sides of the rectangle where each holds a telescope. People can either enjoy
the panorama or the lyrics on the bottles through the telescope. | name this work as “Starry Sky
of Desires” .

Recently | considerably pay attention to the motif like “romantic love” . My internet project “First
Date” , digital processed photo “Tonight Moon” , “for ever” and “The Moon’ s Hues are
Teasing” which is under progress give the best testimony. Of course, the love story itself doesn’ t
appeal me. What attracts me enormously is the incredible similarity between metropolitan “New
Image” and “Life Reality” in surface grammar structure and all the time links with “illusion” .
The former is merely rash yet real, the latter is deliberate yet counterfeit. For me, specifically speak—
ing, to revise the grammar structure of the motif with similar words under cover of another is what
| pursue. It humorously distributes a kind of absurd tension on one hand, and proclaims calmly and
collectedly the reality the works truly focus on: it’ s a reality that constantly soaks under illusion
and produces “New Image” of desires. In this realty, a spiritual voice is always vibrating back
and forth: “Beautiful trap is superior to hurt” . “Starry Sky of Desires” expresses the same
and extends the theme like this in logic. The city space in Shanghai is converted into an illusionary
imagination for the audiences.
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SHRAEAR--MRE RS
THE MOON WILL BE SEEN TONIGHT--Gallery Scenery No.1

Digital Photography
SR A

80cm x 360cm
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Forever ———- Gallery Scenery No.2

BWNER, LR A
computer processed digital photography

80x360 (cm)
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