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New York School abstract painter Diao’s early works of the
1960s and 1970s are characterized by an earnest desire to
contribute to the Modernist canon, while questioning its
lineage and theoretical underpinnings. Early influences were
Barnett Newman, a significant figure through Diao’s career,
and the hard-edge painter Al Held. By the early seventies,
Diao’s formalism was inflected with the social, cultural, and
political. This has remained the primary preoccupation of
Diao’s work ever since. However, in the mid-eighties, Diao’s
style shifted radically, as he began incorporating silkscreened
images, vinyl lettering, hand-drawn marker, and painted
words, detailing his personal life and practice. Combining
his radical formalism with avant-garde iconography, identity
politics, and autobiography - namely, his Chinese identity
as perceived by Western audiences, and his formative years
as a boy in China, despite coming of age in America - Diao
confronts the complexity of histories, whether they are
canonised, global, or private, all of which are deeply personal

to him.



2243 #1, Easy Chair #1, 1999 22 k4% #2, Easy Chair #2, 1999
mEAE, Z2REIR, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas EAE, 2MEIRI, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
74x91cm, DD_8055 74x91cm, DD_4758



W&, Couch, 1999
WmEARE, ZRMEIR, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
81x183cm, DD_9031



WPAEBZE 1, Couch Skeleton 1, 2017
W ERE, 2RMENRI , Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
81x183cm, DD_8584



£ 1965 FNEREVNFR LNERBASLE EHhEREFENERNRE—RNER
Barnett Newman Paintings in 1965 8th Sao Paulo Biennial, 2016 First and Last Whitney Biennial in the Breuer Building, 2015

EABMPING |, Acrylic and collage on canvas E A , Acrylic on canvas
167.6x213cm, DD_3295 91.5x198cm, DD_5541



B Actual Scale, 2010

WERE , Acrylic on canvas
223.5x173cm, DD_8292



IAARIFEES 2,Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors 2, 2017
EAY, 2% Acrylic and vinyl on canvas
81x122cm, DD_8486



IBRIFEEZ 1, Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors 1, 2017
WmEA%E, J% , Acrylic and vinyl on canvas
81x122cm, DD_9983



HMEARBIH 1, Maternal Grandfather's Book1, 2017
WEA%E, 2RMEIfF, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
152x114cm, DD_2595



EDZE 1, Seal 1, 2017
WEAE, ZRMEIF, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
137x183cm, DD_4687



EJZE 2, Seal 2, 2017 EJZ= 5, Seal 5, 2017
EAE, 2MEIRI, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas EAE, 2MEIRI, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
122x81.3cm, DD_6765 122x81.3cm, DD_3210



BRFFEXREFFAS | EL Lissitzky Monogram, 2017 BI/R-FFEXRE(SE | El Lissitzky Letterhead, 2017
i _EAI% , Acrylic on canvas E R , Acrylic on canvas
122x152cm, DD_0060 122x152cm, DD_0922



APFERE LA E/R UNESCO 2, Lissitzky Curves and Breuer UNESCO 2, 2018 MFEREMZ & HH/REKE) 2, Lissitzky Curves & Herman Miller2, 2018
E A . Acrylic on canvas EREW, 2% . Acrylic and vinyl on canvas
134.6x167.6cm, DD_0036 134.6x167.6cm, DD_3088



Z FENEFF/RE-KE , Suprematist Herman Miller, 2017 BIR-FIFGRE / #H/RE K | El Lissitzky / Herman Miller, 2017
W LA, 2% Acrylic and vinyl on canvas LA, 2MEIRI, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
152x114cm, DD_4560 152x114cm, DD_1523



SXITAI BB A FN4B/E 1, Friends and Neighbors Forever 1, 2018
WmEARE, Z2REIR, Acrylic and silkscreen on canvas
254x106.7cm, DD_7647



RBAEERIMMRAT | Berlin Chair Unassembled 1, 2018
W _EAE | Acrylic on canvas
91.5x121.9cm, DD_2142



FRETFBRET , Hiding in Plain Sight, 2018
W EWE, 2% . Acrylic and vinyl on canvas
213x167.6cm, DD_6816
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Solo-shows (Selected]

2018

Shadows of Forgotten Ancestors, Shanghart Gallery, Beijing

2015

David Diao, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing;

2014

Front to Back, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT, U.S.A. ;
2008

Da hen Li House, Courtyard Gallery, Beijing;

1997

Histoires et Fictions, Peintures Recentes de David Diao, La Criée and La Galerie du
TNB,Rennes, France;

1991

Selections 1972 - 1991, Cherng Piin Gallery, Taipei, Taiwan;

1969 -1991...a real allegory, Postmasters Gallery, New York, U.S.A. ;

1990

Het Kruithuis, Museum voor Hedendaagse Kunst's - Hertogenbosch, Holland
Provinciaal Museum voor Moderne Kunst, Oostende, Belgium;

1989

Musée d'Art Moderne, Saint Etienne, France;

1979

Arts Club of Chicago, Chicago, U.S.A.;



Group exhibitions (Selected])

2014

Biennial, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, U.S.A. ;

David Diao / Two Generations of Color Painting (1970) in ICA@50, Institute of
Contemporary Art, Philadelphia, U.S.A;;

2012

Conceptual Abstraction, Hunter College Art Galleries, New York, U.S.A. ;

2011

The Indiscipline of Painting: International abstraction from the 1960s to now, Tate
St. Ives, Cornwall, UK, traveling into 2012 to Mead Gallery, University of Warwick,
Coventry, U.K.;

2007

High Times, Hard Times: New York Painting 1967-1975, traveling through 2008 to
Zentrum fur Kunst und Medientechnologie, Karlsruhe, Germany, Neue Galerie, Graz,
Austria; Museo de Arte Rufino Tamayo, Mexico City National Academy Museum; New
York American University Museum, Washington DC; Weatherspoon Art Museum,
Greensboro, North Carolina;

2003

Black Belt, The Studio Museum in Harlem, NY, traveling in 2004 to Santa Monica
Museum of Art, Santa Monica, CA, U.SA. ;

1997

After the Fall, Painting in New York Since 1970, curated by Lilly Wei, Snug Harbor
Center for the Arts, Staten Island, New York, U.S.A. ;

1987

Avant-Garde in the 80’s, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. ;
1986

Tableaux Abstraits, Villa Arson, Centre National d' Art, Nice, France;

1981

Geometric Abstraction: A New Generation, Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston;
1973

Maler, Painters, Peintres, Prospect '73, curated by Konrad Fischer, Stadtische
Kunsthalle, Dusseldorf, Germany;

Biennial, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York;

1969

Annual, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, U.S.A.;
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