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2013

5 _E5mE Oil on canvas
35(H)x28(W)cm
HW_8452
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He Wei's mysterious abstractions investigate interior landscapes
of the mind and heart. Through a process of applying many
translucent layers of oil paint onto canvases lying on the floor
random expressionistic color fields are created sometimes
with broken geometric structures floating on the surface. The
texture and wrinkles in the canvas, and the imperfections of the
floor form depressions and crevices on the painting’s surface.
Using different techniques and tools He Wei applies the paint
with brushes, rollers, scrapers, even watering cans, layer upon
layer. The thinned oils flow onto the canvas and settle into the
linen’s texture and crevices creating soft undulating colors and

unexpected shapes.

The process is the unspoken subject of his work. He Wei is not
looking for meaning in his painting but through the process
of painting he searches for a deeper meaning of creativity and

self. His quest is for freedom. But even though our nature is to
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long for freedom we also have the need for control. This is the
dynamic that drives his work and its ultimate contradiction. Life
and art are a struggle. His process rejects caution, embraces
chance, fights fear, and allows mistakes. But at the same time
it is ordered by his sense of color, composition, and the natural
attributes of his chosen materials. In the end, freedom needs
to be balanced by order or they both lose their purpose and
power. When needed He Wel achieves visual balance by applying
broken geometric shapes to the painting. These forms help
control and order the randomness of the fluid paint. They are
not superimposed but seem to have grown into or have risen out

of an ambiguous space to the paintings surface.

He Wei's paintings are scarred but beautiful. That can be their
purpose and meaning, and that is enough. They are completely
successful and satisfying in that way. But by understanding the
way he works and his ultimate purpose in creating we can have
a deeper appreciation for his work, life, and the world around us.

The beauty in his work is transferred to our own lives through

this experience. He Wel's process of creating an artwork,
mirrors his journey through life. It seeks to be honest, to find
balance, to struggle with opposition, to rise above destructive
forces and to use it all for the good of the whole. The process
produces an art object but it is secondary to his quest to find
freedom and balance in life. But we were made to create, and
the work that he has produced is a worthy gift in itself, simple,
beautiful, and true.
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No.173

2020

5 _3#E Oil on canvas
160(H)x200(W)cm
HW_4425
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No.152

2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
170(H)x200(W)cm
HW_4438

No.145

2019

75 @@ Oil on canvas
50(H)x60 (W)cm
HW_8870



No.149

2019

5 S E Oil on canvas
80(H)x90(W)cm
HW_2685

A FEF | Details



No.139

2018 ~ 2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
230(H)x180(W)cm
HW_7633

No.140

2019

75 @@ Oil on canvas
80(H)x90(W)cm
HW_1336



No.128

2018

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
80(H)x90(W)cm
HW_2075
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No.138

2018 ~ 2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
230(H)x160(W)cm
HW_5490

No.156

2019

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_2633



No.158

2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
80(H)x90(W)cm
HW_7880
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No.148

2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
40(H)X50(W)cm
HW_0727

No.151

2019

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_9169



No.159

2019

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_9279
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No.147

2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
40(H)x30(W)cm
HW_2320

No.141

2019

5 S E Oil on canvas
80(H)x90(W)cm
HW_9326



No.132

2018 ~ 2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
180(H)x160(W)cm
HW_0539

No.143

2018

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_1097



No.125

2018

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_2309

No.129

2018

75 _E5HE Ol on canvas
134(H)x123(W)cm
HW_2562



No.130

2018

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_4992

No.134

2017 ~ 2018

75 _E5HE Ol on canvas
180(H)x160(W)cm
HW_9900



No.133

2017 ~ 2018

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
160(H)x180(W)cm
HW_1391

No.124

2018

5 S E Oil on canvas
30(H)x40(W)cm
HW_2964



No.152-A

2015 ~ 2019

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
140(H)x160(W)cm
HW_8677

No.122

2012 ~ 2017

5 _5HE Oil on canvas
25(H)x30(W)cm
HW_1483



No.113

2017

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
160(H)x140(W)cm
HW_1552

No.117

2016 ~ 2017

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_4880



No.127

2018

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_9148

No.59

2015

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_1350



No.118

2017

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
28(H)x35(W)cm
HW_8182
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No.88

2016

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
160(H)x140(W)cm
HW_0838

No.86

2016

5 S E Oil on canvas
160(H)x180(W)cm
HW_1616



No.85

2016

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
160(H)x180(W)cm
HW_4908

No.82

2016

5 _5HE Oil on canvas
180(H)x160(W)cm
HW_1979



No.81

2016

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
160(H)x140(W)cm
HW_3188

No.136

2016

5 S E Oil on canvas
140(H)x1 60(W)cm
HW_1920



No.92

2016

75 _L5HE Ol on canvas
40(H)x30(W)cm
HW_8376
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No.57

2015

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
90(H)x80(W)cm
HW_1712

No.58

2015

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_0570



No.90

2015

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
60(H)x50(W)cm
HW_3741

No.23

2014

5 S E Oil on canvas
30(H)x40(W)cm
HW_6675



No.33

2014

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_4891

No.27

2014

5 S E Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_9737



No.29

2014

5 _SHE Oil on canvas
50(H)x60(W)cm
HW_7418

No.24

2014

#5_L5ME Oil on canvas
35(H)x35(W)cm
HW_5414
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About Artist

HE Wei was born in 1980 in Xinjiang, graduating from Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts, Oil Painting Department
in 2005. He now lives and works in Beijing. Major exhibitions include: Gemeinsam Fremd Sein, Where are we
now?, Museumsquartier Wien, Vienne, Austria (2021) ; Dual Solo Exhibition of HE Wei & TANG Maohong,
ShanghART Beijing (2019) ; A Composite Leviathan, Luhring Augustine Bushwick, New York, U.S.A. (2019);
He Wei: Primary Colour, C-Space, Beijing (2016); He Wei: Contradiction, Telescope, Beijing (2015); Summer
Discovery, A Thousand Plateaus art space, Chengdu (2014]); He Wei: Place Beyond Touch, ART SEASONS,
Beijing (2010); New Interface 3 - Searching the Future, Liu Haisu Art Museum, Shanghai (2007).



EHigH ¥ ShanghART Shanghai
WX RERIE 2555 5 - 10 St , LiF, PE 200232
Bldg. 10, No.2555 Longteng Avenue, Xuhui District, Shanghai 200232

T: +86 21 6359 3923 +86 21 5424 9033 | F: +86 21 6359 4570
www.shanghartgallery.com | infol@dshanghartgallery.com

B4 M50 ShanghART M50
EREETF L 50 516 S, b, FE 200060

Bldg 16, 50 Moganshan Rd., Putuo District, Shanghai 200060
T: +86 21 6359 3923 | F: +86 21 6359 4570
www.shanghartgallery.com | info@shanghartgallery.com

Fi&1L3 ShanghART Beijing
SHARMIHRE S 261 2, b5, E 1000715

No.261 Caochangdi, Old Airport Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 100015
T:+86 10 6432 3202 | F: +86 10 6432 4395
www.shanghartgallery.com | infobj@shanghartgallery.com

BIRHMFMGEE ShanghART Singapore
EIIERE, LOCK & 9 S 02-22, #ilnk 108937

9 Lock Road, #02-22, Gillman Barracks, Singapore
T: +65 6734 9537 | F: +65 6734 9037
www.shanghartsingapore.com | info@shanghartsingapore.com
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