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Following the inaugural chapter of XU ZHEN®'s international contemporary art project
“SIGNAL” at Art Jakarta in August, the gallery will be launching the Singapore chapter on
the occasion of ShanghART Singapore’s 10th Anniversary Exhibition “Entrance”. The artist
will be gifting “Passion” paintings to the global audience, while inviting each recipient to

share the painting they receive on their social media accounts.

Accompanying the project’s “online exhibition”, the Singapore chapter will also consist of
a physical presentation of four large canvases of the same series displayed in the gallery.
The larger-than-life renditions of “Passion” in the gallery will be an immersive display of
XU ZHEN®'s “passion” as manifested on the canvases, allowing visitors to encounter the

artist’s perceptions and experiences.



XU ZHEN® RE ®
& (23.05 2fr) Passion (23.05 kg)
2022, 5 31 oil on canvas, 250(H)*190cm



75 Detail



FEEX—RIAEPRRHNFIEZ—, SARMEIXPFNERERALLNER . BItZ
AREEPZH THHELAIESHEZEBAUNER, RLXECANEENHNE—EERS,
HEFNESNINERTLNAERABR—R, ESZHAAMNNRRER, MWEASHERD
HIE—MAZNEMERER, BEEANMRERRERNER, BRIFNIM~EESRNOEN,

Green is one of the most prominent features in these paintings which represents the
messages sent by the addresser in WeChat chats. Therefore, the artist tried every kind of
pigment he could find that is similar to WeChat green, which finally evolved into the current
green - it is brighter enough to become people’s visual focus, like the light of the mobile
phone screen can still be captured at a long distance. As the most direct reference to social
media, the choice of color will bring more unknown changes in response rather than a fixed

element.
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g (11.65 2fr) Passion (11.65 kg)
2022, 5 31 oil on canvas, 210(H)*140cm
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It is the first time Xu paints such a large number of works, which makes this project very
different from his past results under the name of the brand - the "Signal” project is full of
strong personal touch of the artist. Not only because of the lockdown experience brought
by the pandemic, but also because the oil painting is the most immediate way for Xu to
present his subjective output. "Passion” painting enables the audience to watch the artist’s

expression in the form of “chat records™ and receive the "Signal” from the artist.



XU ZHEN® RE ®
8 (11.45 /fr) Passion (11.45 kg)
2022, 5 31 oil on canvas, 200(H)*130cm



75 Detail



XU ZHEN® #%E ®
#IE (11.45 2 ) Passion (11.45 kg
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An extension of this series of paintings, the pieces in the “SIGNAL” project are sized similar
to handheld mobile devices. The artist will be gifting them to the global audience, creating
more paintings as the project develops, while inviting each recipient to share the painting
they receive on their social media accounts, resulting in a long-term, ongoing virtual art
exhibition of these pieces on the Internet. This unprecedented way of disseminating art is
a continuation of XU ZHEN®'s provocative approach, inviting the audience to ponder the
future of art. Instead of bytes and bits, the “Passion” series of paintings will become a new

representation of the Internet and social media activity.



XU ZHEN® RE ®
WIS ({52 49442498121) Passion (Signal 49442498121)
2022, 5 31 oil on canvas, 20(H)*10cm
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Born in 1977, Xu Zhen is a leading Chinese artist and curator, and the founder of Madeln
Company. His practice ranges over installation, video, painting, sculpture, and performance.
Xu Zhen has exhibited internationally at museums and biennales, including: Venice Biennale
(2001, 2005), The Museum of Modern Art (New York, 2004), Mori Art Museum (Tokyo, 2005),
MoMA PS1 (New York, 2006), Tate Liverpool (2007), Hayward Gallery (London, 2012}, Lyon
Biennial (2013), Armory Show (New York, 2014), Long Museum (Shanghai 2015), Al Riwaq
Art Center (Qatar, 2016), Sydney Biennial (2016), Guggenheim Museum (New York, 2017),
Sharjah Biennial (2019), Museum of Contemporary Art (Los Angeles, 2019), National Gallery

of Australia (Canberra, 2020), among others.

www.xuzhenart.com
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