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Zhao Jing (Shandongnese, Office Clerk)

I'm working on marketing in a foreign company. | work really hard in the daytime and
after work, | just want to go back home. | rent a small apartment at present and it's not

home yet.
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Li Baohua (Jiangxinese,Driver)

I've been in Shanghai for more than 10 years. Working makes my day and night.

Life pace is too fast and | don't have any social security. | dare not say | contributed a
lot to Shanghai's development, but | am working for this city. Life is unfair. | don't have
a legal identity for me to find a decent job. | don't have time to take care of my kid and
have to leave her with my aged parents. Every year we have to move for several times
because we rent to live and the Shanghai government is pulling down these old
buildings. I'm not satisfied with my present situation but have no way out. | want to
have a 'green card' and become a Shanghainese and that | will have two days free
every week and can take my wife and kid out. | like fishing very much. My greatest pain
is | don't have a legal identity here.
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Liu Na (Liaoningnese Unemployed)

| used to enjoy reading, singing and playing guitar. Now I’'m married and have little girl,
my life has totally changed. All my time has been spent on my girl and | hope she can
grow up soon. We are Living on my husband’s income and financially pressed. He'’s a
casual laborer.
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Cao Ping (Anhuinese, Restaurant Owner)
We've been in Shanghai for five years. We provide steamed bread and stuffed buns for

hotels and everyday we sleep for just four to five hours. Our kid is in hometown
because we don't have time to take care of him. We have a hard life and want to

change our job in a few years.
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Qin Lei (Hubeinese, Dresser)

My life is worse than those lucky ones but better than those unlucky ones. Money is
important, but there are things money can't buy. | dream to lie down near rivers and
listen to music or play chess. | go to the rivers when I'm unhappy. Pain exists
everywhere in life, we should learn to deal with it. Time is a good soother.

Liu Jianmin (Cantonese Hairdressing Apprentice)

My life is simple and consists just working and playing. Being happy is the most
important in life, and it's useless to think about many things.
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Xiao Huang (Sichuanese, Laborer)
| came to Shanghai and | work more than 10 hours a day. Life is bitter, but | can still
make a living. | hope that | can get my wage on time and | can always find jobs like this.
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Ni Yan (Shanghainese, Art Director)

Comparatively speaking, I'm leading a free life and | pursue a life without many
restrictions. | like collecting military issues of World War Il. My son is my friend and
playmate. I'm busy with my work in the school and the company and regard my work
as entertainment, therefore I'm happy. | want my family to be happy. | can deal with my
pains and | never put them inside me
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Wu Couxi (Jiangxinese, Dentist)

I'm having a leisurable life. When i don't have patients, | watch TV or just rest. I'm not
running a good business but can support myself. | hope i could afford an apartment
with two rooms, one as my clinic and the other as my bedroom. Now | have to work
and live in the same room, and i know it's against the hygeian standards. But i have no

way out.
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Zhu Yonghong (Henanese, Freelance)

| came to Shanghai four years ago and started living with my friends. They all work on
art. Shanghai is a platform where Chinese and foreign artists meet and exchange
ideas, and i've learnt a lot here. I like drinking and communicating with my friends. |
can't breathe when I'm thinking about the living space for my spiritual life.l want to be a
bird flying in the sky.
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Zhong Qiang (Hunanese, Film Director)

My family owns two restaurants, so | don't have worries about money. Every day | read
books, write plays, watch DVDs or do whatever | like. | wanted to do something huge
since | was a little boy but haven't achieved anything yet. | hope | could have the
money to make a huge movie and win prizes on the film festivals in Berlin, Cannes and
Venice. My greatest pain is to raise money to make movies, it's difficult, really difficult.”
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Yang Wenijin (Sichuannese, Laborer)

Shen Fenggiao (Jiangsunese, Laborer)

| came to Shanghai to earn a living and have a better life, but people like me will never
make big money in a city like Shanghai. We are taking the hardest, dirtiest and most
tiring works but will never make a fortune.
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Gao Ming (Jilinese, Unemployed)

Every day I'm thinking about some philosophical questions? | want time to go
backwards and | want to know whether this society is square or round. Painting and
cultivating flowers are my two hobbies. | express my thoughts, my beliefs and my
feelings through painting while by cultivating flowers, | can communicate with nature. In
a narrow sense, I'm satisfied with my present life because I'm living in the way | want;
in a broad sense, | have nothing to complain. My wife works and supports this family
and I'm just doing unpractical things all day long. My pains are my imperfection in
spiritual life, my lazy character and my weak viability.
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Wei Yufang (Shandongnese, Vendor)
We are leading a hard life and eat battercakes,

pickles and a glass of water for all three meals. When our kids want meat dishes,

we cook them an egg. We work more than 15 hours a day if it doesn't rain.

We want our kids to be educated and not to live like us.

I will risk anything if our kids can go to university.

My eldest son is excellent and wins prizes every semester.
| suffer being teased by local ruffians.
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WANG Ke Biao (Jiangsu, Vendor)
DING Xiu Mei (Jiangsu, Vendor)
We want to make more money and wish our kid can study in a college in Shanghai.
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Hu Jie (Hebeinese, Freelance)

I've lived in Beijing and Guangzhou and came to Shanghai four years ago to fulfill my
curiosity. | didn't expect myself to stay here for such a long time, but now I think | came
to the right city. | came here for art and | like the artistic life style here. | find many
friends congenial here and I'm quite enjoying a life with many absurd and wild thoughts.
I'm quite fascinated with the rights and wrongs of art, and of course, sometimes | find
myself helpless.
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Sun Bingchang (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

| didn’t have anything to do after my retirement, and therefore, | started this home hotel
business and provide a place to stay for those people who come from other provinces
and don’'t have much money. | help the children in depressed areas with the money |
earn. | miss the national leaders of the previous generation.
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Zhu Min (Shanghainese, Tailor)

| make clothes for other people to make a living. My wife is laid off and my son is in
senior high school. But these don't mean | can't have a spiritual life. | like modern art,
poems, music, philosophical books and photographing. | hope | could become a
professional poet and don't have to work to live. People become heedless and

material in today's society and | have no choice but to evade.
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Ma Longgui (Shanghainese, Retired worker)

My wife and | have been retired for many years and now we are leading a simple life.
The house is too small for so many people and it's shabby. It was flooded in the
rainstorm two days ago. We hope to improve our living condition. Although this area
has been circled for goverment use, we don't think we can afford a new apartment. The
best way is that the government can allot an apartment to us.
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ZHU Guizhen (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)
Many of my neighbors come and play mak-jongg and I'm happy about it. | believe in
buddhism and don't have high expectations for my life."
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Wang Cuiying (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

I've been bedridden for many years. One of my two sons is laid off and the other
unemployed. One daughter-in-law doesn't have a job and the other works as a casual
laborer. We can't afford going to the hospital. | hope my sons and daughters-in-law can
find a job soon. | suffer a lot from the illness.
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XU Ying (Shanghainese, Student of a Technical Secondary School)

My father passed away long ago and we're leading a difficult life. | want to go to work
as soon as possible and help my family. I'm an idolater and | adore many movie and
sport stars. All these(people in posters)are my idols.
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Yao Ada (Shanghainese Retired Worker)
| hope the government would soon pull down this house, and give me better

apartment.
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Wang Ying (Shanghainese, University Teacher)
| want a courtyard where | can plant fruit trees and invite my good friends to come over.
We can play music, appreciate paintings and calligraphic works and taste fruits and

wine.
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Chen Bisheng (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

| felt restless after my retirement and | don't have any hobbies to kill time. | don't know
how to play cards, chess or mah-jongg, and | don't want to learn. Then | start this
barber business and provide cheap services for my neighbors. Meanwhile, | can earn
some money for cigarettes and tea. When the government has this building pulled
down and people here removed, I will quit this job and find another one to kill time. |
don't have dreams, | just want to get along with life.
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Wang Sangi (Shanghainese, Unemployed)
We are both laid off. Our daughter is studying in school and she's our only hope.

ShanghART Gallery - ﬂlzl%*‘g'zlj‘] lﬂl |E|§
Bldg 16, No.50, Moganshan Rd. 200060 Shanghai, P.R.CHINA S 1L 50 5 16 5
tel. 86 21 — 6359 3923 fax. 86 21 — 6359 4570 g, 200060, HfE
e-mail: info@shanghartgallery.com H1iE. 8621 6359 3923

www.shanghartgallery.com & H.: 86216359 4570



