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Ma Chengsheng (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)
I'm having a peaceful late life.
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Chen Long ( Shanghainese, Retired-to-be )

The factory | used to work in went bankrupt, and workers above 50 get
temporary retirements. I'm one of them. Every month we can get a little
allowance from the factory and when we are sixty, we get a formal retireme.
Now I’'m an agent and work on commission. Life seems better than before. |
want to start my own business but I don’t have enough money. | want to
improve my living condition, and my life.
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Ling Zhenhua (Shanghainese )

| used to work in a foreign bank, my family had no financial problems and my wife
didn’t need to work. My health deteriorated after retirement, medical expanses are high
and has become a burden. | wish to have good health.
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Hu Zhenyuan (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

Ren Zhufeng (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

We are old now and alwyas fall ill. We have been retired for many years and can't
afford medical expenses. We hope that we can have a good health.
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Xu Tianchan (Shanghainese, Middle School Student)

| like watching TV and reading cartoons. School is stressful and Mum always tells me if
| can not enter a good high school, | could only be a dustman or beggar when | grow up.
My family is not wealthy and our appartment is too small. | want to finish school soon
and find a good job, and then | can live independently. | want to have a bigger
apartment and a better life. All my time has been spent on studying and it's painful.
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XU Xian Yuan (Shanghainese, Retired Veteran Cadre)

| came back to China before the liberation to contribute myself to China's aviation
construction. | was wronged when the Communist Party was denouncing Hu Feng
and later, | was sent to Qinghai for reformation. | came back to Shanghai after my
retirement and spend my late life singing and playing harmonica. When | had a good
health a few years ago, | went to Fuxing Park every day to take charge of the English
Corner there and teach people sing songs. My dream is to spread abroad the over
100 Chinese folk songs I've translated. | don't have pains because | have an
optimistic attitude towards life.
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Sheng Ahjin (Shanghainese, Worker)

We didn't accept the conditions for removal. Therefore, | have to stay at home every
day in case they come. My wife is not in good health and retired, and my son is
studying in a technical secondary school. It's not a good solution to stay at home all
day long. We can't live without any income. | hope we can get over this difficulty soon.
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Ni Jun (Shanghainese, Freelance)

Comparatively speaking, I'm having a free life. Sometimesl give myself pressure in
work, trying not to idle away my life. Working as a freelance suits me but sometimes it
bothers because I'm always in an unstable situation. | hope | can have money for my
art creation, and | often suffer from shortness of money.
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Yang Haidi (Shanghainese, Paper-cut Handicratsman)

| Like the ocian from childhood and I'm interested in boats. For the last few decades
I've collected a room of books, picure albums and articles about boats. | traveled along
the seaside cities in China for my collection and got caught by te police in Xiamen,
Fujian Province, in 1964, with an accuse of being a spy of America, | was accused of
being a trator and spend two years in Baimaoling Mountain of Anhui Province for
reformation. | make a linging by paper-cutting. My wife left me five years ago and |
don’t have children. | shut myself at hme when she left me, filing my aterals. | have no
one to talk to and sometimes | shout or sing loudly at home in order not to lose my
language fundtion. I'm not rich but spiritually satisfied. | won't sell my collections even if
someone pays me 5000000 Yuan. | can't live without them. Worry about one things,
that is, what I'm going to do when I'm to old for paper-cutting.
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Sheng Chaozhen (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

Fan Jiujin (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

An estate agent spotted this land and urged us to move. We have had this stalemate
for more than two years and life is very inconvenient. We are surrounded by builders'
rubbish, dust, flies and mosquitoes. We hope the governent can help us to solve this

soon.
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Tang Jinsheng (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

I'm living at my colleague's as a guest and i'm happy about my life. My son has been
good to me but | feel lonely because | don't live with his family. Now i just want to have
good health and a happy late life.
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Gu Lei (Shanghainese, Freelance)
| like painting and playing music to express my feelings and thoughts. | feel bored and
disappointed in what is happening in this world. To go around the world is my dream.
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Tang Guanhua (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

| have had apoplexy-attack for three times and also have heart disease and diabetes.
My husband passed away many years ago and my children are too busy with their
work to visit me. | can't take care of myself. My biggest wish is that my children can visit
me ever so often and talk to me, because | feel lonely.
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Meng Rushun (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)
Zhu Fengying (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)
We hope our children be successful in their jobs and we can have a good health.
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Peng Kaiging (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

Tao Yulan (Shanghainese Retired Worker)

Every morning we go to a park and do some exercises and then come back and do
some housework. Our children are having a good life. We hope the government would
soon pull down this house in disrepair and spend our late years in a new apartment.
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Chen Xi (Shanghainese, Unemployed)

| didn't work hard at school and now it's very difficult to find a job without any degrees.
My wife comes from Jiangsu and doesn't have a job. We sometimes work as casual
laborers, but most of the time we don't have anything to do. Every day when | get the
newspaper, the first thing | read is the advertisements of recruiting. | keep myself clean
and tidy, otherwise | won't have any chance for a job. My biggest wish is to find a

stable job.
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He Minghua (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

Life is ok except the housing. Our son is 25 years old but lives with us in this house of
16sg.m. How could he find a girldfriend and get married? We are both blind and have
no expectations for our life. The house is in disrepair and we suffer from rainsorms,
which always flood the furniture and friedge. We are both retired and our son doesn't
have a stable job. The bak refused to provide us a loan for an apartment because of
our low income.

Chen Longzhen (Shanghainese, Retired Worker)

I go sellling small articles at 6 o'clock every morning, trying to earn some money for
late years, and come back at 10:30 to cook lunch. We feel helpless for our son. |
always like to speak honestly, so the most we want is a larger apartment. Blind people
can't live long because we can't see and have complaints inside.
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Shan Lianging (Shanghainese, Unemployed)

| become semi-disabled after an industrial injury and stay at home after the
break-down ofn the faqgctory. I'm 46 years old and still not married. My parents live at
my brother's and they think I'm annoying. | once fought with my brother for housing and
it's bloody. Now I live in the balcony of my sister's with a piece of oilcloth as a roof. I like
to have an easy life. I've experienced too much and now don't want to listen, speak or
do anything. | feel empty and want a sudden shock.
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Hu Zhihong (Shanghainese, Unemployed)

| didn't having anything to do when | was laid off and then | took up dancing as
setting-up exercise. | take a nap every day. My husband works at a supermarket and
our son is a student of a technical secondary school. We live on my husband's salary
and are financially depressed. We didn't want to spend money on wall paper and
therefore we decorated the wall with the posters, isn't it typical? We hope our boy have
a bright future and earn a lot of money.
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Tang Zhenan (Shanghainese, General Manager)

Up to now, I'm satisfied with my life, and | like photographing and collecting western
artware at my leisure time. | have pressures, mainly from competition within the circle
and requirement from inside. | want to do something that | can to promote Shanghai's
photographing industry.
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Chen Baowen (Shanghainese, Board Director)
I'm a self-supporting egoist. | have beautiful dreams and | like travelling around the
world. I'm happy about my present life and want to find my Mr. Right. And | don't have

pains.
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Xiao Rui (Shanghainese, Board Chairman)

| established my own company when i was in my early twenties. | had experienced
penniless life and received financial help from my girlfriend, and once spent over
RMB100'000 on a feast. Now | have RMB5'000'000 active money and become more
calm. Happiness to me means to live happlily every day Huang Hong (SHanghainese,
Graphic Designer)

| want a totally new environment and an exciting life.
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Xue Song (Shanghainese, Artist)

| like to work in a quiet environment. Sometimes when i feel bored, | go to pubs with my
friends, drinking and chatting. | didn't know much about responsabilities when i was
young and lived a poor but happy life. Now | don't need to worry about money but feel
responsible for many things, and it gives me pressure. | fulfilled all my previous wishes
because they were simple and easy. | haven't thought about owning 500 Million, and i
think a simple life would be happier. I'm not having a good health and can't produce
good works. | suffer from worries but time helps sooth the pain.
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Zhang Ling (Shanghainese, Media Editor)

| like going to bars, raising a pet cat, playing piano and dancing balelet. | like enjoying
life but don't just seek for material comfort. When | had a family, | regarded it as a
burden, | wanted to betray it, betray all the traditions, morals and standards. Love and
marriage are also a burden to me. Now I've betrayed everything and | have nothing. |
feel empty, like floating in the air without gravity. People can't live without society. |
know | have infantile autism, but I;m enjoying it. | want to go back to the mainstream of

family life.
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Cai Yiming (Shanghainese, Freelance)

Life is satisfactory at present. | like a free and quiet life and don't want to be bound to
anything or anyone. | have no wishes or dreams and beliefe that life will arrange
everything for me and what i need to do is to make the best of the things. | don't suffer
from the difficulties in life and work.
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