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“"Observation Points" by Zhang Ding

2018 £, AL BSHNERENBWZ AR KL AUESD, &
BTEES, KABRSERAEEEN T ZARELNED S8
Bz, RYEE: CGIERY « (ERFR) « M=) (FRR) A&
BRLEE) M (TR - 2024) &,

KBENEREATRBRIZOTER, N R RE, AR ARFE.
X FEF RREBLHUKRZAENHRSR, FidMAER
THHRFELIRUREN X R, KRMINANBHEZERE,

In 2018, human skulls and skeletons appeared for the first
time in Zhang Ding’s practice and became omnipresent ever
since. Spanning over a period of seven years, “Observation
Points™ gathers for the first time series of works revolving
around these elements. Presented series include: “Vortex”,
“Interstellar”, “Observation Points”, "Endless”, “Green Skull”,
and “Untitled-2024".

With skulls and skeletons at their core, exhibited works offer
a thought-provoking reflection on anthropology, semiotics,
comparative culture, future archeology and art history. Through
this lens, Zhang delves into the coordinates of individual
existence in time and space, and the echoes between them,
inviting us to contemplate the spiritual life of contemporary
people.
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1723 Installation View



ok 51 ZHANG DING

Efr #2
Interstellar #2, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_2476


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111071

ok 51 ZHANG DING

£lx #3
Interstellar #3, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5cm ZD 0811


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109860

ok B! ZHANG DING

£fr #1
Interstellar #1, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond
200(H)*150*5cm /D 1764


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109857
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https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109857

ok 51 ZHANG DING

Z[r #4
Interstellar #4, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_6055


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109859

AE Endless
2024

WIBEE (FRR) 2MTRABRFTSH (BERELIXGED) PHEINE
AR AEMANEER, EhfsTEHKEIRD R, HHREEM
A, BE—AE BT IBEREAE, ERRIIERSR, 56
RMABLURER AL NEREEER Lo

The dual paintings Endless present two viewpoints of a
similar theme extracted from the Skeleton Fantasy Show
by Song’s dynasty painter, Li Song, in which a street theater
scene Is depicted with various characters including a male
skeleton holding a skeleton puppet. In Zhang's works only
these two figures are represented in silver dots above a
dark blue background.
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1723 Installation View
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T8 #1
Endless #1, 2024
1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_2763


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111072
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https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111072
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https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111072

ok 51 ZHANG DING

T8 #2
Endless #2, 2024
1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_4928


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111073

Y= Observation Points
2024

(M=) BFERTREHFHEPEINFREMBRIVEF, XEH
RBEELUBSZEZZNEEANR, RIE BEFLBIMFHHILER
REl, el REREENEBHTLTE, ERILTHAABR,

Eponymous to the exhibition’s title Observation Points
consists of three paintings based on Tibetan Thangkas
of the deity Shmashana Adhipati (the Glorious Lords
of the Charnel Ground - Father- Mother], which is
often represented as skeletons in dancing positions,
symbolizing the life-death-life cycle and the endless cycle
of the universe. They also remind sentient beings of the
impermanence of life and the inevitability of death.



ok 51 ZHANG DING

W= #3
Observation Points #3, 2024

LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_9412


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111075
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1723 Installation View
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W= #1
Observation Points #1, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5¢cm ZD_0060


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111076

ok 51 ZHANG DING

W= #2
Observation Points #2, 2024

1 LR $8¥BHR | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond

200(H)*150*5cm ZD_3762


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111074

4FEELEE Green Skulls
2021

5"88"RY-HEEANE, " ZFEHK " RITREER
R R B RMERA TARKEN [ NohIRIELEE. ZRYIEE
2020 FRIMERY " ISELABE " fEmz EARERRY, LR
FHIEEEXKNRITRAREXRZER, (FRRRTANB/ETH
o

In the same vein as the series Bone Grid, Green Skull
series depicts human skulls, and/or animal skeletons in
a phosphorescent green constellation of dots over a dark
background. This series developed after the body of works
“Reality Melts Into Phosphorescence” created in 2020 as
the world faced the global pandemic and its numerous
consequences, reflects over notions of death.
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172 Installation View
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RERLRE #3&10

Green Skull #3&10, 2023

#n ERIFE. $3%B1R | acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond
33(H)*24*4cm

/D _4764,7D 9640


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=108791
https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109862
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https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=109862

ok 51 ZHANG DING

TRk -2024 #3
Untitled-2024 #3, 2024

m R, 2Bk
acrylic on canvas mounted on dibond
33(H)*24*4cm
ZD_5289


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=111152

E:A VORTEX
2018 - 2020

18T 2017 FH SEERR "R ﬂ%E’J%’iUT’EunU‘UL Tih
BT kAR T EREEE SR, TERI1E “leR” BY, 2ARFKE I
PIRR IR, FHFAZPNAREBREN FMIBMSRERN 24k 58
TR, KICHNEE L AR —IRZBREMEL LR Z=AVIKIB, £
“LUEILE"  BEFLRHTEEENWIEESZH, LR Mt
5k BT RIFE IR AR EH A Fm Giem) tHIRER, IR
HFE5MERXRATEARLREHERAIZIFE X

The Vortex series of reliefs, named after the eponymous
exhibition taken place in 2017 in Shanghai further expands
Zhang Ding’s two-dimensional sculpture practice. For this
series of works, the artist embedded in 24k gold plated brass
- through a meticulous erosion technique - the geological
features of major gold mines around the world. Above the
luminous golden plate, a glass with representation of skulls and
skeletons are applied. Besides the absurd gesture of depicting
gold with gold, or drawing a treasure map in gold, the Vortex
series of reliefs speaks to the large-scale artwork of virtual
environment also under the same title, revealing the often
neglected meaning of the relationship between the geological
and desire, in the age of the Anthropocene.



ok 51 ZHANG DING

HER #13
Vortex #13, 2018 - 2020

REENEE 24k & SAMREE 24k &, UV ENRI. PC WS, SHIR. K18
24-karat gold plated stainless steel, 24-karat gold plated brass,
UV printing, polycarbonate, paint, glass

65(H)*54*8.2cm
ZD_1159


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=110254

ok 51 ZHANG DING

WEA #6
Vortex #6, 2018 - 2020

REENE 24k . SAMRSE 24k £, UV ENRI. PC 5. SHR. K58

24-karat gold plated stainless steel, 24-karat gold plated brass,
UV printing, polycarbonate, paint, glass

54(H)*65*8.2cm
/D 0537


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=110249

ok 51 ZHANG DING

WA #9
Vortex #9, 2018 - 2020

REENIE 24k & SAMREE 24k & UV ENRI. PC WS SHIR. K18
24-karat gold plated stainless steel, 24-karat gold plated brass,
UV printing, polycarbonate, paint, glass

65(H)*54*8.2cm
ZD_ 6451


https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=110251



https://www.shanghartgallery.com/galleryarchive/simpleWork.htm?workId=110251
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KR, 1980 %, EEIFET LB, MEERAME. EENTE
BFENTHITEE, UEEDNAIRR. RIRBIBHMZARK
MREZENMR - FRRUFGINE. XEEREA—TBEZI,
BAEBIINFEE. FRENXEIE, RESAKNE. £EFE
IR, BEAE. RAOUKROENSMRAE XS, KRE
HNIMBERRTHSNMBGEER FTRENSRHUIAR, FEHEEEXR
MENRELIEN SR LS,

O TREE: " KR & £TRMFE: mMER", RERIE,
35 (2023); " KR FHIESRE", EEZAHN, & (2020)
; "EEFLR ", OCAT £ (2019) ; "ZR€E ", &, A
HRIF KWM Z R\, d6R (2018) ; "HER ", BHRNEE,
£/ (2017); " X&EEKRZ=", RAM, L& (2014); fwEE 3",
T/REEE, M (2016) ; " FES 2", Chi K11 ERIE,
i (2016); " ES", ICA LS, HE (2015); "ELAE ",
BRI £ 0 4k e AR AR EIER (2013),

W EREEFAMNRER ERBY, NFE R MN=FE (2023
F, T"MN);, AFFEE - HZERAHNWKZEARNEYIE (2017 £
2007 &£, HPEBAHRPE ), EBEWNERE (2013 &F, EZEER ); 1K
Hrii S EAEYIE (2012 &, XE ) F,



ZHANG DING

Born in Zhangye in 1980, works and lives in Shanghai. His practice
often consists in large scale projects including installations,
sculptures, videos, paintings, frequently animated with live
performances. These works presented as a whole, with a strong
performative, musical, dramatical nature, explore notions related
to human perceptions, collective consciousness, conflict of wills,
power as well as psychological and physical manipulations. Zhang
Ding’s exhibitions and projects reflect on alienations taking place in
a social and political context, and stage scenes with confrontational
and chaotic natures.

Selected solo exhibitions include: “Zhang Ding & Teppei Kaneuiji:
Two Clubs, How Art Museum, 2023"; “Zhang Ding: CON TROL
CLUB", Fosun Foundation, Shanghai (2020); “High-Speed Forms”,
OCAT Shanghai (2019); “Safe House”, the Bunker, Wyoming Project
and the KWM art center, Beijing(2018); “VORTEX", ShanghART,
Shanghai (2017); “Devouring Time”, RAM, Shanghai (2016); “Enter
the Dragon IIl", Gillman Barracks, Singapore (2016]); “"Enter
the Dragon I, Chi K11 Art Museum, Shanghai (2016); “Enter
the Dragon”, ICA London, U.K. (2015); “Gold & Silver”, Galerie
Krinzinger, Vienna, Austria (2013).

His works were presented internationally in institutions and
biennales such as: the 7th Guangzhou Triennial (Guangzhou, 2023);
Astrup Fearnley Museum of Modern Art (Oslo, Norway, in 2017 and
2007); the Biennale of Lyon (Lyon, France, 2013); The Contemporary
Art Museum in Houston, (U.S.A., 2012, among others.
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