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ShanghART Beijing presents “We Are Perfect Again,” a solo exhibition by Zhu Jia, from
November 14 to December 28, 2024. As a continuation of his 2008 debut exhibition in Shanghal,

"We Are Perfect,” this show features a series of the artist’s latest video installations.
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Since the late 1980s, Zhu Jia has been a pioneer in video and photographic art in China. From
his early video classics to recent multi-screen video installations, Zhu deliberately employs
a neutral and minimalist narrative style. Through his subjective shaping of stage scenes and
characters, he places his observations and reflections on historical time and social reality
into a blurred, liminal state, thereby probing and stimulating subtle psychological changes in

individuals.
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“| attempt to create a sense of unreality rooted in reality—using
theatrical, dramatized, and stylized forms of propaganda to offer

a conceptual, archetypal interpretation of certain fixed ideas...”
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4 channel video
24 minutes 36 seconds
Edition of 5 + 2AP
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“We Are Perfect Again” by Zhu Jia is a four-channel video installation conceived by the artist in
2019 and realized in 2024. The work is set on a theatrical, dramatized stage, drawing inspiration

from Peking Opera and revolutionary propaganda posters from the artist’'s formative memories.

In a 2,000-square-meter space, 28 actors are filmed in a single, uninterrupted take, creating
a 24-minute looping video. The work captures the same scene from four different camera
angles, offering a multi-perspective view of the performers. The artist, acting as a director,
repeatedly commands the actors with the phrase “We are perfect,” demanding them to present
their idealized selves. The actors on screen have piercing gazes, stand tall with chests out,

exuding a heroic spirit, and convey a sense of collective ritual and an idealized visual image.

In the exhibition space, four angled projection walls display the footage from each camera,
creating an interwoven, multi-screen visual effect. The audience, surrounded by these
projections, feels immersed in the latent contradictions and absurdities beneath the facade of
perfection, experiencing a powerful visual and psychological impact. Through this format, the
artist explores the subtle tension between the idealized state of collective consciousness and

the underlying conflicts beneath the surface harmony.
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Installation view | Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect Again, ShanghART Beijing, 2024
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Installation view | Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect Again, ShanghART Beijing, 2024
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Colour inkjet print
120(H)*150cm
Edition of 5 + 2AP
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Installation view | Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect Again, ShanghART Beijing, 2024
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The exhibition presents the re-edited single-channel video, duration 16 minutes 30 seconds
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This two-part work is made up of video and photography. The video is composed of three
interrelated images, each shot from different angles and perspectives that depict close-up
shots of young men and women with dignified but solemn expressions against the blue sky. The
photographs depict young men and women on the back of a mule holding the reins and calmly
gazing into the distance, in a seemingly heroic gesture made ironic by the mule’s sterile nature and
its existence as a work animal.
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Installation view | Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect Again, ShanghART Beijing, 2024
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The exhibition presents the re-edited two-channel video, duration 10 minutes
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In this four-channel 10 min video installation different episodes play simultaneously on the four
screens. The artist has arranged several different scenarios and symbolic props which make it
easy for viewers to feel the pervasive ambiguity which can not be put into words. On the one hand,
our imagination is tempted by the delicate details, but on the other hand, our imagination is limited
through a very rigorous structure. The gradual increasing sound of the violin - musicians pulling
repeatedly with A in C major tortures the audience’s visual and hearing senses. A man with a hand
full of colorful balloons, moves his arm rhythmically up and down. A young girl sits, smiling, on the
mattress covered by flowers. The shadows of a flying flag reflect on the wall. Through the language

full of hints, artist wants to express critical attitude towards the control.
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Installation view | Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect Again, ShanghART Beijing, 2024
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Zhu Jia

b.1963

As a pioneer of the practice of video art in China, Zhu Jia always tries to capture or-
dinary scenes through distinctive methods of practice. He tends to record the most
mundane people and phenomena, but also actively presents a world outside the
viewing habits. In his 1994 piece Forever, which has participated in several inter-
national exhibitions, Zhu attached a camera to the left wheel of a bicycle. The artist
rode this bicycle over 10km around the city of Beijing, and unlike ordinary videos, he
captured the ever-changing world with an unfamiliar perspective in a dizzying state.
In the work Did They Have Sexual Relation? (1995) he held up a sign, posing this
very question in front of busy people and even strangers. By establishing these ficti-
tious relationships, the overall artist discusses different people’s attitudes towards
the sensitive issue of sex in society.

Zhu Jia, born in 1963 in Beijing, graduated from China Central Academy of Fine Arts
in 1988, currently works and resides in Beijing and Los Angeles. Selected exhibi-
tions include: Slide/Show, UCCA Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing (2023); Zhu
Jia: Recent Paintings, ShanghART, Shanghai (2020); Refocusing on the Medium, The
Rise of East Asia Video Art, OCAT, Shanghai (2020); Zhu Jia: Be Together for Today,
DRC No. 12, Beijing (2017); Art and Chine After 1989: Theater of the World, Solomon
R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, U.S.A. (2017); The 3rd Nanjing International Art
Festival, Baijia Lake Art Museum, Nanjing (2016); 3rd Bienal de Montevideo, Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay (2016); That has Been, and May be Again, Para Site, Hong Kong
(2016); Displaying Fragments, Ten Years of OCAT (2005-2015), OCAT, Beijing (2016);
Art Changsha 2015, Changsha Municipal Museum and Tan Guobin Contemporary
Art Museum, Changsha (2015); Zhu Jia: Critical Pervasion, ShanghART, Shang-

hai (2015]); Mobile M+: Moving Images, Hong Kong (2015); LANDSEASKY: Revisit-
ing Spatiality in Video Art, OCT Contemporary Art Terminal, Shanghai (2014); Zhu
Jia: Zero, ShanghART, Beijing (2012); Out of the Box, The Threshold of Video Art

in China (1984-1998), Guangdong Times Museum, Guangzhou (2011); 7th Shang-
hai Biennale, Shanghai Art Musuem, Shanghai (2008); Zhu Jia: We Are Perfect,
ShanghART H-Space, Shanghai (2008); 10th International Istanbul Biennial, Turkey
(2007); Zooming into Focus: Contemporary Chinese Photography and Video from
the Haudenschild Collection, National Art Museum of China, Beijing (2005); 50th
International Art Exhibition Venice Biennale, Italy (2003); Tempo, the Works Show of
Contemporary Art in 20th, The Museum of Modern Art, New York, U.S.A. (2002); Liv-
ing in Time - 29 Contemporary Artists from China, National Galerie im Hamburger
Bahnhof Museum fuer Gegenwartskunst, Berlin, Germany (2001); 11th Biennale of
Sydney, Museum of Contemporary Art etc., Sydney, Australia (1998); 2nd Johannes-
burg Biennale, South Africa (1997).



EEMILZ ShanghART Beijing

BAPAXHIZ M E #2615, b=, FE 100015

261 Caochangdi, Airport Side Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 100015
T:+86 10 6437 3032

infobjldshanghartgallery.com

HHEY M50 ShanghART M50

EREXEFLURES0S16SH, £, HE 200060

Bldg 16, 50 Moganshan Rd., Putuo District, Shanghai, China 200060
T: +86 18917671295 | F: +86 21 6359 4570
mb50@shanghartgallery.com | info@shanghartgallery.com

FE&4 7 =T IR ShanghART WB Central
RLXAFRTH288S54E, LiE, #HE 200032

Bldg 4, No. 288 Ruining Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai, China 200032
T: +86 21 6359 3923 | F: +86 18917671295
infoldshanghartgallery.com

FIENFRT ShanghART SUHE
BRXNRIE30STE204, £iE, FE 200085
T: +86 21 6359 3923 | F: +86 21 6359 4570
infoldshanghartgallery.com

EHEMFINHE ShanghART Singapore

S 155, LOCKEZ9=02-22, #hnik 108937

9 Lock Road, #02-22, Gillman Barracks, Singapore 108937
T: +65 6734 9537 | F: +65 6734 9037
infosgdshanghartgallery.com

www.shanghartgallery.com



