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main focus of the extensive oeuvre of Geng Jianyiis the issue of individual identity, that is, his own personal position within the
context of the collective. His work can be described as ’ after-images’ that confinuously veil and unveil fragments of the
individual. Geng Jianyi demonstrates an intense concern about self-awareness and the multitude of forms by which the individual
is expressed and represented. In a series of portraits tited “Face” (2001), the artist utilizes light-sensitive paper to create ghost-
like portraits. He depicts what Paul Virilio has termed  ‘the aesthetics of disappearance’  with subtle calmness and stiliness. The
semi-transparency of the portraits corresponds to a notion of withdrawal or abandonment of individuality. These images oscillate
between total abstraction and recognizable facial features. A similar approach is undertaken in an earlier series of portraits titled
“Impossible to Name” . Here, the artist combines oil on canvas and paper-cuts to signify the diverse layers that constitute our
beings and the shifting ground that threatens our existence into dissolution. Other works revolving around themes of existential
identity include “WhoisHe?2” (1994) and “Proving the Existence” (1994).

Geng Jianyi was born in Zhenzhou, Henan province in 1962. He graduated from Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts, Oil Painting
Department. Today he lives and works in Hangzhou. Geng Jianyi’ s works have been widely exhibited since his first show in 1989.
Exhibitions include The Real Thing-Contemporary Art from China, Tate Liverpool, UK and IVAM, Spain (2007/08); Zooming into
Focus, National Art Museum of China (2005); 5th Shanghai Biennale: Techniques of the Visible, Shanghai Art Museum (2004);
Geng Jianyi - Useless, BizART (Shanghai, 2004); 4th Gwangju Biennale (2002); Living in Time - Contemporary Artists from China,
Hamburger Bahnhof (Berlin, 2001); Inside Out: New Chinese Art Exhibition, New York (1999) and Cities on the Move, Secession
Vienna (and other locations, 1997); 45th Venice Biennale, Italy .
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Born in Zhengzhou, Henan Province, China

Graduate from Oil Painting Department, Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts, Hangzhou
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Geng Jianyi, Excessive Transition,ShanghART Beijing

Happy Pool - Geng Jianyi's solo exhibition, 2577 Longhua Road, Xuhui district, Shanghai

Book without Words, Geng Jianyi New York Solo Exhibition, Chambers Fine Art, New York, U.S.A.

Useless, Geng Jianyi Solo Exhibition, BizART Art Center, Shanghai

Works from the last 10 years, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai

Watermarks, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai

Impossible to Name, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai

Two Contemporary Artists from China, Geng Jianyi, Zhou Tiehai, Presentation House Gallery, Vancouver, Canada
Marriage Law, Interactive Performance, Mogan Middle School, Hangzhou

Building No.5, Hangzhou

Forms and Certificates, Performance at the first Meeting of China's Contemporary, Art, Huangshan (Yellow Mountain), Anhui Province
Tap Water Factory, Installation, Hangzhou

Group Exhibitions

2011

2010

2009

Growing Up, Exhibition celebrating SWFC 3rd & ShanghART Gallery 15th Anniversary, Shanghai World Financial Center
Moving Image In China : 1988-2011, Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai

GENG Jianyi, WU Shanzhuan, YANG Fudong: Waterworks, ShanghART H-Space, Shanghai

One by one, ShanghART Group Show, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai

Out of the Box, Boers-Li Gallery, Beijing

Portrait, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai

Reshaping History: Chinart from 2000-2009, Special Documenta, China National Convention Center, Beijing

Thirty Years of Chinese Contemporary Art, Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai

Bourgeoisified Proletariat, Contemporary Art Exhibition in Songjiang, Shanghai Songjiang Creative Studio, Shanghai
First Annual Conference of Collectors of Chinese Contemporary Art, Hejingyuan Art Museum, Beijing

Warm Up, Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai
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