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This installation consists of six massage chairs whose exteriors are peeled away and soft fillings removed, consequently
resembling a row of electric chairs. Once turned on, they begin automatically and respectively to knead and pat,
producing a string of rhythmic sounds, powerful and even delightfully energetic. With their skeletal configuration, the
general function of the machines, which aims at the relaxation of its users, composes a set of "implicative"
contradictions. The title of the work, Then Edison's Direct Current Was Surrendered To the Alternating Current, in fact
states how the story of Edison defeating Nikola Tesla ended. The behaviour of the former is simply preposterous yet
suggestive of the reality: what is advanced, despite being shrouded once by a vested interest, will embrace a bright
future sooner or later.
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<Pleasant Sensation Passing through Flesh> is another “massage
chair” installation produced by YANG Zhenzhong after
<Massage Chairs - Then Edison's Direct Current was surrendered
To the Alternating Current> back in 2003. Compared with the six
horizontally set massage chairs, the new one is with its bottom
fixed on the wall, which as a result creates a distance between
audience and artwork. While the last series evokes association
with “electric chairs” , this one can not even be recognized as a
massage chair at the first glance and looks instead like an
abstract and absurd machine in future. The installation composes
of three sets of movable machineries and makes regular
movements set by its programme including rubbing, kneading,
patting and vibration when connected to power. Looking at this
mechanical movement, viewers are able to catch the humor
sense of the artist. With the open and close, up and down, and
gyration postures, this work implies some seducing and happy
feelings and leaves questions for viewers in a relaxed and erotic
emotion and a calm mechanical form.

RERFEARAF - 1
Pleasant Sensation Passing Through Flesh — 1
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ZRFHEESE MuUlti-Channel Video Installation

BREFE% Single-Channel Video
Edition of 5
117 minutes 57 seconds




YANG Zhengzhong became
famous in 2000 with his half-hour
video (I Know) | Will Die that
features short sequences in which a
series of people speak the phrase 'l
will die" to the camera. It was
included as a multi-channel
projection at the 2007 Venice
Biennale to great acclaim. Itis a
disconcerting, soberly presented
film that confronts the viewer with
existential questions.

This work has 10 versions shot from
different locations:

Chinese-Shanghai/Hangzhou, 2000
French-Brussels, 2001
Dutch-Brussels, 2001

Korean-Seoul, 2001

German-Hannover/Braunschweig,
2002

Japanese-Tokyo, 2002

English-San Diego, 2003
Spanish-Tijuana, 2003

Arabic- Beirut, 2005

[talian-Roma, 2005
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2007 B R NER B R IiH Venice Biennale 2007 Exhibition View
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2008 FEFIRAFIZENE BRI YANG Zhenzhong Solo in Denmark 2008 Exhibition View




17 Avant-Garde China: Twenty Years of Chinese
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