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YANG FUDONG: NEW WOMEN

ShanghART Gallery | Press Release

Opening: May 9, 2014, 17:00 - 19:00

Duration: May 10 - Jun 16, 2014, Daily 10:00 -18:00

Venue: ShanghART H-Space, Building 18, No.50 Moganshan Road, Putuo District, Shanghai
T: +86 21-6359 3923 | F: +86 21-6359 4570 | info@shanghartgallery.com
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New Women, 2013, 5 channel video installation, B&W film transferred to HD

Commissioned by Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 2013

NEW WOMAN?*, a five-channel video installation, is Yang Fudong’s most recent work. It is inspired by the decadent
atmosphere of Shanghai in the 1920s and 1930s, a period that has been captured in some of the best-loved Chinese films
today and remains influential among Chinese artists. 1930s movies were mostly storytelling, focusing on the dark side of
the society and the fate of small potatoes. The same goes for contemporary movies, but they produce now different types
of 'industrial image products', and all for the purpose to consume our feelings. Generally, artists are not exactly the same;
they are more of text authors and philosophers, and they don't deliberately create entertainment products. NEW WOMAN
examines and suggests how women - and, ultimately, the ideas about women - have embodied China’s search for modernity
over the past hundred years. It is a tribute to nascent Chinese cinema, also a depiction of the ideal woman image in each
person’s heart which implies an idealistic state.

* NEW WOMEN was commissioned by Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) and presented there in 2013 to high acclaim.

Yang Fudong is an artist who lives and works in Shanghai. He was born in Beijing, 1971 and graduated from the China
Academy of Art, Hangzhou, 1995. Yang is one of China's best known contemporary artists, having gained a major
international reputation for his films and video installations, which have been shown regularly as part of major international
survey exhibitions and one-person gallery shows across the globe. Yang Fudong has had more than 60 solo shows at most
acclaimed institutions and galleries during the past years besides other 300 group exhibitions in the world.
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