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On Cognitive Studies

Before being really connected to the world, we realize that we have already learned everything about it via sight,
sound, smell, touch, taste and even sub-consciousness. It occurs in such a natural way in most cases as if it is part
of the human nature. These paths of cognition fit perfectly into the world they constructed, but bring about

confusion and doubts, which keep growing till today.

We do feel the construction of the world, so magnificent and so clear. Scenes in it are like a still and clean pond,
reflecting the object but hiding the water. I got confused. Where the logic and media transaction of these cognitive
means are going to lead us? No matter what, the way to communicate with the world is so limited and isolated. In

order to feel the world, not only do we have to reply on, but also to trust these them.

However sometimes, by demonstrated in some ways, things get complicated and paradoxical. It is like the weird
but clear feeling when you have your hands touching each other. But what exactly is this feeling of certainty? And
who offers it? We do not know actually. It might from your brain, which tells that the right hand has been touched
by the left. Probably, the feeling of being touched of the right hand is real. It might also be the case that the feeling

itself is a construction, or the cognized world itself is.

Once these cognitive means are planted into our empty bodies, they become the bed to nurture a world that we are
familiar with. And they force us to see and to accept the world as they translate it. But nothing could ever prove
that this translated world is actually the truth. Meanwhile, it is so natural that we develop everything out of it
through an endless topology, the logic of which finally turns out to be an extremely magnificent and sophisticated

being of surreal.

Either by will or not, we get to know that the world is sophisticated but huge, which has been supported by both
logic and sense. Then stuck in endless enigmas one after another, we seem to approach that world of truth but
never reach it. I do feel obsessed with this spiral process of development and eager to explore more possibilities in

it.

Therefore, I started my observation from a relatively representational way of cognition, the visual one. The world
we know is multi-dimensional, when seen by eyes, it turns out to be two-dimensional images. The visual processes
lead us to imagine or to deduct a “real world” of three-dimensional or even multi-dimensional out of an artificial
planar picture, which does somehow match the reality. For our knowledge of the world does not come from the
real world, but directly from the picture of our visual experience. It has the absolute right to decide what we should
know about it. This gives rise to the fact that the subjectivity of the real world has been kidnapped by the
two-dimensional images. But people never realize it. Moreover, either the visual converted knowledge of the

world, or the represented truth is irreversible processes.

Under this circumstance, why people are more likely to present the reality in the world of two dimensions, like
images and videos, but still believe that it is the real world itself? It is because by instinct we know that what we

could see through eyes is not the real world, but the picture.

Therefore, my exploration departs from planar images, which stays closer to nature of visual cognition, such as

object-converted pictures and carried out by setting false statements.
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Photograph something meaningless, and turn this into other forms through another media.
The final image will deconstruct the original function and meaning of it. So what’s the
original purpose given by people?

In this project, for example, I took photos of those usually pointless thing, like shuttlecock or
snooker from TV advertisements, the moment of wrong processes when the computer is
reading a buffalo’s picture, a flower shown on the menu is not a real one, the transition in a
TV advertisement, and a pie that has lost its clear reason for existing. All these are trying to
present the nature of things, rather than explain what they should be. Through this, my aim is
to deconstruct the way towards our accustomed cognition, which is taught by the common
sense. Therefore, the primary meanings can be found again, just like seeing the world with a
fresh eye of a baby.
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From the macro perspective of the universe, we are just self-centralized but unavoidably
using the cognitive system of knowledge passed from the ancestors throughout ages, and
trying to make interpretation and development through this one-sided to all.
Nevertheless, this knowledge does not mean that everything has its primary limitations. We
are not stone, not the other animals, not air...

In fact, everything exists for one-sidedness, but the original limitation from natural is
inevitable.

For this reason, we have been stuck in the restriction of knowledge, when we are trying
to explain and illustrate this process, no matter we tend to or be made to, this will happen
again and again, like an infinite loop. That is real limited cognition.

Of course, this remains a paradox.
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BORK

It’s quite useful to judge people by their appearance, through which characteristics can be
easily found out. However, hair and the top on the head are featureless. For hair can be
changeable and imitable. If we try to compare through these parts, which are rather
common and misleading, then what will happen to the cognition?

These vertexes are reproduced from books, and belong to some people who have already been
defined for their characteristics (maybe famous ones, or ordinary one). While the large
format pictures only show their vertexes and hair, their features are omitted, even the hair are
dissolved through CMYK color model after reproduction.

Then whose hair is this? Who is its holder? Clues are complicated and confusing if we stick
to the previous custom of cognition. And this is not only a choice to “yes” or “no”.

So let’s return to hair. How do we understand it? Moreover, how human’s cognition has
affected the objects themselves?
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Approach: comparative study on molds of morphology and psychology

Goal: compare the various possibilities during the process of cognition to basic patterns
Object: several resembling cylinders with no indication of function or purpose

Emphasis: choose and compare any part of those, and find they all share the curve feature.
This feature especially differs from the other feelings of shape, like balance, sharpness, bray
center, leanness, etc, when facing with other shapes. While resembling cylinders suggest a
sense of similarity and vagueness, through which people are more easily to compare, judge
and define out of their cognitive habit and interests.
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